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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
Just over a week ago ago I was talking to some American friends of mine when I 
brought up one of the most cherished and 
beloved songs from my ’90s childhood. 
I’m talking, of course, about Prozzäk’s 
“Omobolasire”—an upbeat pop-punk 
ballad about falling in love with a Nigerian 
princess. 
I discovered a few things over the 
course of the conversation that followed. 
The first was that for all the heavy East 
London inflection Prozzäk places on their 
lyrics, the band is entirely Canadian, and 
only affected the accent because they felt it 
suited the aesthetic of the song. The second 
thing that I learned was that Prozzäk was, 
apparently, not quite the international hit 
band I thought it was. No one in the room 
aside from me and my sister had any idea 
what this song was and were not convinced 
of its brilliance upon watching the music 
video. CanCon laws strike again, I suppose, 
because I’m pretty sure I remember hearing 
“Omobolasire” on public radio a lot in the 
’90s and early 2000s. 
That song is dear to me the way a lot 
of questionable ’90s pop ballads are dear 
to me. There’s something about the sound 
that instantly transports me back to the 
soft, colour-shifting glow of my cousin’s 
fibre optic lamp, blasting Z95.3 from her 
silver and turquoise radio. Those songs 
always made me feel kind of cool, a little 
older, like I was starting to get a handle on 
this whole big wide world I’d managed to 
stumble into by virtue of existence. I’d sing 
along to Backstreet Boys’ “Shape of my 
Heart” like I was a hard-living ex-lover full 
of empty promises and regret, instead of a 
seven-year-old with pigtails whose biggest 
regret was not telling a fellow classmate I 
had a crush on them before they switched 
elementary schools (Graham, if you’re 
out there, I’ll always remember our time 
playing Red Rover together during recess). 
Music can viscerally transport us to 
certain times, certain feelings, in a way that 
other mediums just can’t quite capture. 
Regina Spektor, Owl City, Imogen Heap, 
and Lights provided the soundtrack to 
most of my high school years; Imagine 
Dragons covered that uncertain summer 
between graduation and university when 
I was starting to doubt the program and 
major I’d signed up for. Coldplay, of course, 
the subject of this week’s feature, has 
been there for nearly all of it. I remember 
watching Coldplay’s music video for 
“Talk” on my mom’s computer back when 
computer rooms were a thing; my sister 
played Viva la Vida on a loop when it came 
out, and I listened almost exclusively to 
its accompanying EP, Prospekt’s March, 
when I travelled to England with my choir. 
Mylo Xyloto holds a special place in my 
heart, as I listened to that album front to 
back again and again during one of the 
summers I spent working in a bookbinding 
factory. Perhaps because of Coldplay’s 
ubiquity, it seems like everyone has at least 
one Coldplay song they can tie a strong 
memory too.  
The power of music really can’t be 
understated. I feel like we sometimes 
take it for granted because of how easy to 
access it is these days (I’m old enough to 
remember sitting beside the radio with 
a tape recorder waiting for a song I liked 
to come on the radio, so I could add it to 
my mixtape). Still, I really recommend 
revisiting some of your old favourites—and 
I’m talking really old, songs you haven’t 
heard in over a decade. You might be 
surprised what memories are lurking 
amidst the beats.
Until next issue,
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This conference sought to motivate people affected by 
sexism in the workplace.
In partnership with the City 
of New Westminster, Marcon, and 
Soroptimist International, Douglas 
College organized a day-long event 
on November 22 that focused on 
inspiring people to pursue their 
dream careers.
The Gender Equality 
Conference: Overcoming Biases 
in the Workplace event involved 
women from different parts of 
society coming together to share 
their stories in hopes of inspiring 
others. The event was hosted at the 
Anvil Centre and ran from 8 am to 
2:45 pm. Food was included with the 
ticket cost.
 Soroptimist International, 
one of the partners of the event, is a 
global volunteer organization with 
the goal of empowering women 
to pursue their dreams. They 
emphasize providing resources that 
allow women to be better educated.
Anushka Basantani, an 
international student at Douglas, 
shared her experience of taking a 
loan to study, leaving home and 
flying thousands of miles to a 
different country, living there alone, 
working two jobs, and managing her 
home and everything by herself. She 
said in an interview with the Other 
Press that education is crucial for 
women to advance themselves.
“The journey has been 
long, [I] won’t say difficult, but it 
definitely was adventurous,” she 
said. “I [graduated in] India, but 
all that I have learned in my life 
sums up in one word to education. 
Whatever you do, wherever you 
are, whomsoever you are with, 
your confidence and education will 
always be with you and help you. 
And today, it is most important for 
women.”
Empowerment to Soroptimist 
International means allowing 
people take care of basic necessities 
that can prevent a person from 
pursing their goals: well-being, 
finances, health, family, confidence, 
and work. 
According to Soroptimist 
International’s website, economic 
empowerment for women gives 
them a measure of control over their 
finances and, as a result, over the 
important decisions governing their 
lives and the lives of their families. 
“When women and girls are 
empowered, they have a personal 
sense of autonomy, self-confidence, 
and the power to control their 
private and public lives. We focus 
on access to education because we 
believe it’s the most effective way 
toward empowerment,” reads the 
website. 
In addition to motivating 
women, the Douglas College event 
also highlighted gender biases many 
people face at the workplace. The 
topics covered at the conference 
included work opportunities, how to 
set up goals and accomplish them, 
overcoming the difficulties faced at 
the workplace, and not letting any 
failure hold you back. The speakers 
included a range of politicians, local 
businesspeople, and members of 
Soroptimist International.
Overcoming biases in a 
professional environment
 › Event focused on building better communities for everyone
Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer
Members of British Columbia’s transgender community needing 
gender-affirming surgery will soon have 
their options expanded.
A November 16 press release from 
the BC government revealed that a public 
fund will soon be available for British 
Columbians who want to have gender-
affirming surgeries at a lower cost. 
Adrian Dix, Minister of Health, said 
in the press release that people have been 
wanting this for a long time. 
“The trans community has advocated 
over a number of years for improved access 
to care, including access to complex lower 
surgeries within BC,” said Dix. 
Dix further added that British 
Columbians who wanted to have lower 
surgery had to travel outside of the 
province, which put them at risk. 
“People were required to travel 
to Montreal or to the US, resulting in 
additional medical risks associated with 
travelling long distance after surgery and 
in receiving follow-up care if there were 
complications,” said Dix. 
Lorraine Grieves, director of Trans 
Care BC, also shared her insights about the 
rationale for the fund in the press release. 
“With increased access to physicians, 
surgeons, and other medical experts who 
are knowledgeable about health care for 
trans people, we have seen an increase in 
demand for gender-affirming surgeries,” 
she said. “When we were planning the 
Trans Care BC program, we heard from 
trans communities that training more 
surgeons and establishing a surgical 
program for lower surgeries in BC was 
crucial to improving access to this care.”
The public fund, along with the low-
cost surgeries, also represent a historic 
achievement for BC. “We are proud to be 
the first province in western Canada to 
provide these surgeries,” said Dix.
The release also included details about 
when the surgeries will begin as well as the 
types of surgeries that will be supported. 
From 2019, Vancouver Coastal Health will 
offer reconstructive gender-affirming lower 
surgeries. The fund will also cover gender-
affirming chest and breast surgeries. 
Throughout the province, 14 surgeons will 
offer the surgeries in Burnaby, Kamloops, 
Kelowna, Port Moody, Prince George, 
Vancouver, and Victoria. 
According to the press release, next 
year the number of chest and breast 
surgeries in BC is expected to be above 
200. The number of people receiving these 
gender-affirming surgeries per year has 
more than tripled between 2014 and 2018—
in 2014 only 56 people underwent this type 
of surgery, but it has increased to 178 this 
year.
In BC, there are approximately 46,000 
people who identify as trans or gender 
diverse, and current estimates state that 
one percent of the general population 
identify as transgender. As stigma against 
trans people is neutralized and education 
on trans issues becomes more prevalent, 
however, there’s a chance these numbers 
could rise. 
BC to create 
fund for gender-
affirming surgeries
 › Fund will be the first of its kind in western Canada
Ph
o
to
 b
y 
Te
d
 E
yt
an
 v
ia
 W
ik
im
ed
ia
 C
o
m
m
o
n
s
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
Tania Arora
Staff Reporter
Returning home late at night after a great show on the Granville strip 
and planning to take a cab? 
British Columbia’s government 
introduced the much-awaited ride-
hailing legislation on November 19 
with the Passenger Transportation 
Amendment Act. People in the 
province may expect to catch an Uber 
of Lyft as early as next year. 
Claire Trevena, Minister of 
Transportation and Infrastructure, 
said in a government press release that 
she wants the new legislation to be 
specifically designed for the province. 
“This legislation is a milestone 
that gets ride-hailing right for British 
Columbia. My priority is to make 
sure British Columbians are safer 
on the roads, and together, with the 
committee, we will make sure we 
get the options British Columbians 
want, while making sure their rides 
are safe. These priorities are shared 
with all parties, and I look forward to 
receiving the recommendations of the 
committee.” 
Upon the implementation of the 
bill, the Passenger Transportation 
Board (PTB) will determine and 
control the fare and the number 
of vehicles running on the road in 
particular areas. 
Ride-sharing will make the life 
of Vancouverites much easier, since 
taking taxis has been an everyday 
struggle for many. 
An employee of a riding-sharing 
company—who wished to remain 
unnamed so the information he 
disclosed does not interfere with 
his job—said in an interview with 
the Other Press that BC ride-hailing 
services have struggled to keep up 
with the need. 
“The demand has been excessive, 
which pushed the government to 
pass the legislation,” he said. “The 
taxi services are working on the 
entire system so that the customers 
do not face any glitches while the 
product is out there. App testing is 
being done on a regular basis. The 
background check[s] of all the drivers 
are being carried out for the safety of 
passengers.” 
The whole industry is 
competitive, and the government and 
taxi service companies have all been 
readying themselves for the blow. 
Ride-sharing drivers will require a 
Class 4 license. The PTB is currently 
facing a shortage of drivers as the 
license takes time to obtain and 
everyone needs to go through medical 
and criminal checks. The vehicles 
have to be fully covered by insurance, 
which is what causing much of the 
delay right now. No deadline has been 
set so far but the new legislation is 
likely to come into effect in 2019.
The employee also said that his 
company is in the middle of the hiring 
process.
“We are hiring drivers right now,” 
he said. “It is a lengthy process as it 
involves screening their experience, 
medical history, criminal record, and 
background. It is essential to ensure 
the passengers are safe, which is our 
biggest concern. Everything is being 
worked upon.”
He said that the legislation has 
been needed for a long time and will 
be a very welcome improvement for 
British Columbians. 
“We see the struggle of people 
every day during the peak time. It was 
a regular stress for passengers.” 
The bill requires changes to 
be made to several existing bills 
including the Insurance (Vehicle) 
Act, Passenger Transportation Act, 
Commercial Transport Act, and Motor 
Vehicle Act.  
Government introduces ride-
sharing legislation
 › New laws not effective until next year
Katie Czenczek
News Editor
Whether or not you like public art, it goes without saying that in some 
way it has impacted your life.
On November 21 from 6:30 to 8:30 
pm, Douglas College hosted an Urban 
Challenges Forum. Held in Room 2201, the 
theme for this debate was whether public 
art should be government funded or not, 
and what the implications of public art are 
if it is paid for by governing bodies.
The event was moderated by 
Darcy Cutler, a faculty member in the 
Department of Philosophy and Humanities 
at Douglas College. He gave the opening 
welcome and territorial acknowledgment. 
Following Cutler was another 
Douglas College faculty member, Dr. 
Julian Brooks. Brooks opened up the 
conversation by presenting famous statues 
found throughout the world and giving 
them greater context. Brooks focused on 
public art that arose out of the Socialist 
movement in Eastern Europe during the 
Second World War. Some countries—
Serbia was used an example—choose to 
commemorate those statues to this day, 
while other like Hungary took them down, 
he said.
“In Hungary, there was this move to 
get rid of all of the Communist statues. 
Really the difference here is that in 
Hungary, they had socialism imposed upon 
them after the Red Army defeated the 
Germans in 1945.”
Brooks also went on to discuss how 
tourists flock to these monuments. He 
moved southwards in his presentation by 
then focusing on two different cities—
Athens, Greece and Skopje, Macedonia. 
“Athens, we have the Agora, the Stoa, 
Classical statues, striking columns; this 
is beauty, authenticity, symmetry, good 
taste,” he said. “The very genesis of Western 
civilization. When we compare it to Skopje, 
not so much.”
He gave a brief history about 
Skopje’s transformation in 2014, when the 
nationalistic government led by Nikola 
Gruevski funded Classical-inspired statues 
to be built all over the Macedonian city. 
The most famous of these statues is one 
of Alexander the Great in the middle of a 
major courtyard. 
“There were those who supported 
the project,” he said. “The government 
argued that the project was a much-needed 
revamp of the dreary socialist architecture, 
would give people something to be proud 
of in their city, and attract tourism.”
The fallout of the project was that it 
cost 650 million euros to create all of the 
statues, for which the government only 
originally budgeted 80 million at the start 
of the project.
“That’s a lot for one of Europe’s 
smallest countries with the population of 
the Lower Mainland,” Brooks said.
After Brooks finished his presentation, 
City Counsellor for New Westminster Mary 
Trentadue spoke about the benefits of 
public art. She said that public art is easily 
accessible to everyone.
“The things that’re important about 
public art to me is that it’s free,” she said. 
“It’s available to all people, regardless of 
their age, demographic, culture, and socio-
economic status. Public art reflects who 
we are as a society through the lens of an 
artist.”
She also highlighted some of 
the public art initiatives that the 
New Westminster government has 
implemented, such as the WOW 
Westminster art installation in 
Westminster Pier Park. Trentadue went on 
to talk about the controversy about that art 
installation and how people have given her 
mixed results on the installation.
“Not everyone believes that we should 
be spending public money on public art,” 
she said. “I’m not convinced that we will 
ever be able to convince those who are 
against public art that it’s a good idea for 
any community.”
Following both Brooks and 
Trentadue’s talks, audience members were 
invited to ask either speaker questions 
about art before the event wrapped up. 
The next Urban Challenges Forum will 
focus on the topic of environmental justice 
on January 23 of next year.
Urban Challenges Forum: 
Icons or eyesores?
 › The art of today can be the tourism of tomorrow
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issue 13// vol 45 news // no. 5
Katie Czenczek
News Editor
Elections BC urges British Columbians to vote as soon as they can in the 
referendum. 
On November 23, Elections BC 
announced that they have extended the 
voting period to December 7 at 4:30 
pm. The extension is meant to counter 
the Canada Post strike’s impact on voter 
turnout. 
However, on Saturday the federal 
government passed Bill C-89, which orders 
postal workers back to work. This past 
weekend the Senate ironed out the details 
of the bill, which—if given royal assent—
will be official on Monday. Due to postal 
services being considered an “essential 
service,” the federal government was able to 
pass the bill, though the Canadian Union 
of Postal Workers (CUPW) said that they 
will fight it if the bill makes it through 
Senate.
CUPW went on a series of rotating 
strikes beginning mid-October. The strike 
began when negotiators did not reach a 
new agreement on worker wages, hours, 
and benefits before the union’s strike 
deadline. Urban postal workers make more 
money than their rural counterparts and 
the union wanted this to be addressed 
in the new contract with the federal 
government. At the start of the protests, 
Victoria was the first British Columbian 
city to be affected by the strike. Currently, 
it is mainly rural British Columbian towns 
that are being impacted. 
NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh opposed 
the federal government’s passed bill while 
Conservative deputy leader Lisa Raitt said 
that her party is all for the bill. 
Chief Electoral Officer Anton 
Boegman said in a press release sent out 
by Elections BC that Canada Post and 
Elections BC were in contact while they 
made their decision.
“We have worked closely with Canada 
Post to understand the full impact of 
rotating strikes on the referendum process,” 
he said. “Rotating strikes have impacted 
accessibility. As a result, we have extended 
the deadline to ensure that voters are not 
prevented from participating through no 
fault of their own.”
People are no longer able to request 
voter packages, as the deadline to request a 
package remained November 23—though 
people can still request a replacement for 
a lost, damaged, or unreceived requested 
ballot up until 4:30 pm on December 7. 
So far, during the BC referendum to 
decide whether or not the province sticks 
with first-past-the-post or moves to a 
proportional representation voting system, 
there has been a low voter turnout. As of 
November 16, only 18 percent of voting 
ballots had been returned to Elections BC. 
It’s important to note that this 
extension only means that Elections BC 
will still be open to receiving ballots by 
December 7—meaning that if you’re 
mailing in your ballot, you must mail it 
with enough time to spare for it to make it 
to a Referendum Service Office. If you’re 
worried whether or not it will arrive on 
time, you can also deliver it in person 
to one of these offices to be certain that 
they’ve received your ballot.
Whether or not CUPW returns to 
work, it will still be wise to return the 
ballots as soon as possible because Canada 
Post will have to make up for the mail 
that has yet to be sent since October. This 
postal pile-up is especially pressing as we 
approach Christmas.
Referendum deadline has been extended
 › Cast your vote sooner rather than later
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Searching for a Career?
Choose Payroll
Becoming a Payroll Compliance Practitioner (PCP) will ensure you have the 
compliance knowledge and payroll skills needed for success. 
•   Employers look for this certification when hiring and pay a 5-10% higher 
salary to those who have achieved it (Robert Half’s 2018 Accounting & 
Finance Salary Guide).
•   Payroll Certification broadens the knowledge base and skill set for 
Business, HR and Accounting students.
•   PCP Certification requires four key courses offered at Douglas College 
and online.
The Canadian Payroll Association can guide you on your path, try our 
online course demo today. 
For more information 
visit payroll.ca
“There is not a day that 
goes by that I do not use 
the knowledge and skills 
I learned while pursuing 
the Payroll Compliance 
Practitioner (PCP) 
FHUWL¿FDWLRQ´
Sandra B., PCP
3D\UROODQG%HQH¿W6SHFLDOLVW
Arts
Have an idea for a story?
 arts@theotherpress.ca
• Rezz at the PNE Forum
• ‘Yellow Fever’ at Red Gate Arts Society
• ‘Um, Actually’ review
...and more!
Duncan Fingarson
Senior Columnist
Return of the Obra Dinn is one of the finest puzzle games I have ever 
played. If all you're looking for is the 
recommendation, there it is. 
The game is great and everyone who 
likes mysteries, deductive reasoning, or 
the Golden Age of Sail should try it. The 
question of why it's so good, however, 
deserves further explanation. In the 
interest of preserving the experience, this 
review will remain spoiler-free.
Return of the Obra Dinn is the most 
recent game from the mind of Lucas Pope, 
whom you may recall as the person who 
brought us Papers, Please. This game has 
a similar low-resolution graphical style, 
based on the early computers that only 
had two colours for any given pixel so each 
pixel was one or the other. It's an artistic 
style of stark contrasts, of light and dark, 
and it works quite well. The game also has a 
similar concept in that the protagonist has 
a perfectly ordinary profession (in this case, 
an insurance adjuster), which is used as a 
vehicle for an extraordinary story.
The game kicks off with the 
protagonist travelling by boat to the Obra 
Dinn, the merchant vessel of the titular 
return. Every member of the crew is 
presumed dead and only corpses are on 
board. The protagonist's job is to find out 
what happened to everybody so that the 
East India Company can file an accurate 
insurance claim. 
Here's where things 
get a little strange: The 
player is armed with a 
magical pocket watch 
that can return them to a 
person's moment of death. 
You get a brief sound bite, 
encompassing what that 
person heard in the last few 
seconds before they died, 
and are then given a freeze-
frame, three-dimensional 
environment to wander 
around in. You also get 
a book that contains a 
crew manifest, a handful 
of sketches, and a short 
glossary of terms explaining 
such things as what, exactly, 
a midshipman does. 
There's very little 
hand-holding. You're 
expected to work out 
everyone's identities and 
fates based entirely on 
contextual clues from the 
scenes and dialogue. Most 
aren't obvious, with the 
four Chinese topmen standing out as a 
particularly difficult challenge. You can't 
just brute-force the answer by guessing, 
either; the game won't tell you if you're 
right or not until you've gotten three people 
entirely correct. 
This challenge is what makes Return 
of the Obra Dinn so compelling. It makes 
the player feel clever in a way that few 
other games can manage. When you get 
something right, it's because you figured 
it out—without any help from the game. 
Everything is there, to be sure, but you 
must put it together yourself, and usually 
doing that is just hard enough to avoid 
being frustrating.
There are a small number of things 
that could be improved. One particularly 
vital clue is very easy to miss if you don't 
know what to look for. The book page for a 
given memory takes a short time to activate 
on your first visit to that memory, forcing 
the player to wait before they can look at 
it. These are minor things, though, and 
the game's writing and attention to detail 
are more than adequate compensation. If 
there's anything truly unfortunate about 
Return of the Obra Dinn, it's that you can 
only play it for the first time once. 
The great ghost 
ship mystery
 › ‘Return of the Obra Dinn’ game review
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Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer
    
Mariah Carey’s latest 10-track album Caution (released on November 16) 
takes listeners on a music trip with stops to 
old and new R&B, rap, and, hip-hop towns. 
With a song like “A No No,” Carey 
reminds us of the 1997 hit by Lil’ Kim, 
Lil Cease, and Notorious B.I.G., “Crush 
on You.” “A No No” mostly has the same 
general beat of “Crush on You” and also 
includes some lines from the chorus sung 
by Notorious B.I.G. in the latter song.
Then there’s “The Distance” with Ty 
Dolla $ign. Although the song features Ty 
Dolla $ign—a popular, current rapper—
“The Distance” is slightly reminiscent of 
Tevin Campbell’s 1989 hit “Tomorrow (A 
Better You, Better Me).” The bass synth 
from “The Distance” sounds like a slightly 
faster version of the bass synth from 
Campbell’s song.
Caution’s tribute to the early days of 
hip hop is also evident in “Giving Me Life.” 
Veteran rapper Slick Rick mostly lends 
his vocals to the track in the third verse. 
“Reminisce, wannabe, huh?” raps Slick 
Rick in a line that could be interpreted as 
an attempt to remember R&B, rap, and, 
hip-hop music from the late 1980s to the 
early 2000s.
Apart from taking listeners and fans 
back to the early days of music, some songs 
from Caution join the long list of songs 
with a finger snap beat. Take a listen to 
“With You” and “One Mo’ Gen” to hear it.
And of course, what’s a Mariah Carey 
album without hearing her hitting her 
famous whistle register? “8th Grade” 
incorporates a unique version of Carey’s 
high notes. Close to three minutes and 55 
seconds into the song, you can hear Carey’s 
subtle yet powerful whistles. Carey also 
uses her whistles in “With You” close to the 
end of the song.
Caution is Carey’s attempt to remind 
us that she’s still cool. Stereotypes often 
tell us that cool people use swear words, 
modern day slang words, and acronyms. 
“GTFO”, the first track on Caution, sets the 
tone to introduce Carey’s coolness and her 
clever use of acronyms and profanity. Carey 
quietly sings the definition of “GTFO” in 
the chorus. Listeners will have to listen to 
the lines very closely to hear the meaning 
of the acronym.
Later in the album, listeners can tune 
in to the innuendo-filled “One Mo’ Gen.” 
Perhaps Carey felt that the phrase “one 
more time” was too cliché. I imagine she 
thought her fans were yearning for a cool 
way to tell their partner or partners that 
they want some more love and intimacy 
once again. 
For those who’d love an album with 
a mix of old and new R&B and hip-hop 
hooks, Caution will be a musical delight. 
Caution will also a be a treat if you’re a fan 
of Carey’s vocals. Otherwise, if you desire 
to be taken on a musical and emotional 
journey by an artist who sings about the 
different emotions we often experience 
when we’re in relationships and when we’re 
just trying to be human, Caution would be 
worth a listen.
Mariah Carey’s latest album is 
an okay mix of old and new
 › Caution’ album review
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The jokesters over at CollegeHumor 
launched their own comedy streaming 
platform Dropout TV. I’m here to tell 
you if their exclusive content is worth the 
subscription fee. 
Um, Actually has been around as a CollegeHumor series since 2015, so 
regular viewers know what to expect. Host 
Mike Trapp quizzes three contestants on 
a myriad of nerd trivia. To score points for 
correcting Trapp, they must begin their 
answers with “Um, actually,” riffing off the 
one-upping circle jerk that is prevalent 
within most nerd subcultures.
The trivia questions range in their 
complexity and often return to the infinite 
fandom wells of Star Wars, Lord of the 
Rings, Harry Potter, Game of Thrones, and 
Pokémon. Some of the more interesting 
questions, however, dip into lesser-known 
franchises  such as Animorphs and Magic: 
The Gathering.
I was never a fan of Um, Actually in its 
previous, shorter format (episode runtimes 
were between four and six minutes, 
whereas now they’re over the 20-minute 
mark) so I wasn’t expecting to enjoy this 
new incarnation either. It’s a gameshow 
for a niche audience—and unfortunately 
there’s nothing for me here.
Trapp continues his role as host from 
the web series version and he’s charming 
as heck playing the part. Like he did in the 
web series, Trapp’s quips actually do a lot 
of the comedic heavy lifting in these new 
episodes, riffing off the guests’ both serious 
and long-shot answers. It’s not enough to 
carry the full 22 minutes, however. 
I’ll commend Um, Actually for 
kicking it up a notch though in terms 
of contestants. Recent guests have 
included Alice Wetterlund and Thomas 
Middleditch (both of Silicon Valley), as 
well as prominent voice actor Matt Mercer 
(Attack on Titan, Critical Role, and the 
Resident Evil video games). Like the rest 
of Dropout’s programs, Um, Actually has 
also dipped into the CollegeHumor vault 
for guest alumni, including Adam Conover, 
whose truTV show Adam Ruins Everything 
started out as a CH sketch. The variety 
of contestants is welcome, in addition to 
other regulars like Siobhan Thompson and 
Ally Beardsley.
Another improvement from the web 
series is the show’s set, which has been 
upgraded from just a couch in a room 
into a legitimate-looking game show set. 
The background especially hosts a bounty 
of incorrect nerd memorabilia such as a 
cubed Poké Ball, Thor’s hammer shaped 
like a traditional household hammer, and a 
four-pronged Nintendo 64 controller. You 
can tell a lot of attention to detail went into 
the set and it looks fantastic—now if only 
the rest of the show had more appeal.
I’m not oblivious to the possible 
redundancy in reviewing a full-length 
version of a web series I already didn’t 
like. There’s little appeal in nerd trivia 
to me, but take Dropout’s other original 
program Dimension 20 for example. D20 
took a concept I have very little interest in 
and made it into the only show—on the 
streaming platform or otherwise—that I 
tune into on a weekly basis. Um, Actually 
isn’t an inherently bad show, but it also 
doesn’t make a case to appeal to people 
outside of core nerd fandoms.
You can check out the first four full-
length episodes of Um Actually for free on 
CollegeHumor’s YouTube channel, as well 
as several of the older web series episodes. 
Newer episodes can only be found on 
Dropout TV.
Tune in and Dropout: ‘Um Actually’ doubles 
down on nerd trivia but fails to offer much else
 › ‘Um, Actually’ review
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
The Indigenous Artisans Fair was held in the Douglas College New Westminster 
concourse on November 20. The fair 
showcased a variety of works by Indigenous 
artists, some of which were on sale, while 
other works were simply for presentation. 
A tent set up in the middle by the 
Douglas Students’ Union contained a 
quaint little area to sit and paint your own 
Indigenous-inspired artwork. The canvases 
were provided by the DSU. I saw some very 
beautiful art in the works, featuring beachy 
sunsets, created by students waiting for 
their next class.
I had the wonderful opportunity to 
interview Melanie Point, an artisan selling 
her own array of Indigenous works. She is 
from the Point family of the Musqueam 
band. Her aunt, Susan Point, has her 
welcome figure in the Aboriginal Gathering 
place on the fourth floor of the New West 
Douglas campus. 
 Melanie Point is a Coast Salish artist 
selling many different items, created by 
her as well as by her friends, family, and 
artists from around BC whom Point has 
collaborated with.
She had on display children’s books 
that she wrote, as well as what she 
described as “colouring journals which 
are interactive with reflective questions 
used in high schools and in Vancouver 
Coastal Health programs.” The journals 
are typically used by adults. Animals on 
the Salish Sea is a book that goes with 
children’s flashcards. 
Point had blankets on the end of her 
table of items, some of which were black 
with adorning red designs. 
“I also designed the blanket on the end 
of the table, which I call diversity, because I 
believe we are changers in the world. Art is 
storytelling,” said Point.
One beautiful category of items for 
sale as a collaboration between Point and 
her friends was her healing bracelets. The 
bracelets are made with natural precious 
stones as well as lava beads. Diffused 
essential oils are used in the creation 
of these bracelets to provide them with 
different meanings. The colours popped 
out to me; gorgeous baby blues and violets, 
paired with the marble look of the stones, 
made the bracelets give off a very calming 
aura. 
Other vendors had their own unique 
items on display, such as carved wood. 
Artisans exhibited squares of carved wood 
for printmaking as well as designs carved 
into wooden heels. There were also many 
different paintings on display, featuring 
blues, reds, and black paint designs on 
canvases as well as on glass and other 
mediums. 
Indigenous arts to 
change the world
 › Douglas hosts Indigenous Artisans Fair
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Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
Spotify treats me to a great selection of music every week, whether it be through 
my Release Radar or my Discover Weekly. 
I thought, “Why keep these treasures only 
to myself?” Therefore, I decided to share 
some gems. 
“come out and play” by Billie Eilish 
The first song is a soft, acoustic holiday 
ballad by Billie Eilish. This song was 
created in partnership with Apple for their 
holiday “Share Your Gifts” campaign and 
co-written with Eilish’s brother, Finneas 
O’Connell. The ballad itself is emotional 
and wistful. Eilish sings to a friend to 
come outside and play with her, instead 
of staying alone. The song has warm 
references to coffee and snow, making it 
a cozy little fireplace tune. The visual ad 
paired with the tune features a girl who has 
creative talents but doesn’t show them to 
the world because she is too nervous. On 
his Twitter account, O’Connell said that 
he and Eilish “got sent an incredibly early 
version of this commercial when they were 
still putting it together and [they] wrote 
this song while watching it.”
“I Knew You When” by Marianas Trench 
(Explicit)
“I Knew You When” is a pop-rock type 
of song. Marianas Trench is known for 
meaningful lyrics presented in music that 
you can move to. “I Knew You When” is a 
sad song about past loves, with an upbeat 
tempo sure to get anyone dancing. Pleasing 
harmonies are prevalent throughout, with 
a fun, catchy chorus and triplet beats. Lead 
singer of the band, Josh Ramsey, spoke 
of the song on Twitter, saying the song 
“is about long term, messy, real life love. 
Love with consequence. Not drunk lust, 
or ‘living just for tonight,’ or ‘SHOTS !’” 
Marianas Trench has an upcoming concert 
at the Orpheum on March 29.
“I Got Top in Bikini Bottom” by Joey 
Trap (Explicit)
Warning: This song is extremely explicit! 
As we know, college kids are “cool”, and 
cool kids listen to rap. However, the 
definition of cool keeps being altered. 
Serious rap music is good, sure, but more 
and more music on topics like SpongeBob 
SquarePants keep being released—
and there must be a reason. The best 
explanation I’ve found is that the music is 
simply fun. Music doesn’t always have to 
be serious; music can be just enjoyable, 
and I’m glad the world is finally getting 
on board. This song is only a minute and a 
half, but it spits straight fire! Just kidding, 
but this is the kind of song you blast in 
your car with your friends as you all scream 
the lyrics together. My only advice is to 
keep the windows up.
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
Rezz—the stage name of Isabelle Rezazadeh—is a Canadian DJ and 
producer hailing from Niagara Falls, 
Ontario. She played at the PNE Forum on 
November 17. The PNE Forum is different 
in comparison to many other venues in 
Vancouver. The entire venue is very open 
and breathable, which makes it especially 
good for electronic concerts. 
Arriving to the venue late, I missed 
the first opener Tails’ set. Tails did not leave 
an impression on my friends, so they said I 
didn’t miss much (I’d seen Tails at FVDED 
though, where he was amazing). Instead, 
I walked into the venue during 1788-L’s 
performance, a relatively new producer in 
the scene who gained popularity through 
their remix of “Particle Arts” by Virtual Self 
(Porter Robinson). The drops were unique 
and everything about the performance 
gave off a vibe that I hadn’t heard before, 
which is a goldmine for an EDM producer. 
I’d never heard of 1788-L before, but I’m 
sure to keep an eye on them from now 
forth. After 1788-L, Drezo was on. As the 
final opening act, Drezo was incredible and 
hyped up the crowd for Rezz, who was up 
next.
Rezz began her set with an homage to 
the Halloween movie theme song, paired 
with animated visuals of her walking in a 
forest. Most of her set was dedicated to a 
mix between her new album, Certain Kind 
of Magic, which came out this year, and 
“Nightmare on Rezz Street”, which is a half-
hour-long Halloween mix of previously-
unreleased music also released earlier this 
year. 
Rezz danced along to her music, 
pumped her fists in the air, and just 
generally seemed to have a good time 
on stage. Her visuals were hypnotizing. 
I recognized most of the visuals from 
“Nightmare on Rezz Street,” which was a 
Halloween project with visuals holding 
the same importance as the music itself. A 
lot of the graphics followed an animated 
version of Rezz herself discovering new 
lands and using magic. Some scenes 
presented her looking like a monster, 
while others made her look like a god 
with multiple arms and looking down on 
everyone at the Forum. Hearing a crowd 
scream out the sounds to songs without 
lyrics is an experience like no other.
I was most excited to hear her remix of 
“Divinity” by Porter Robinson off his album 
Worlds, which she had mentioned was 
in the works on her Twitter page. Porter 
Robinson is one of my favourite producers, 
so this remix was a match made in 
heaven. What surprised me during Rezz’s 
set was that she also remixed “Shelter,” 
a song made by both Porter Robinson 
and Madeon, another of my favourite 
producers. These two plus Rezz take the 
spots of my top three favourites, so hearing 
these songs remixed was a dream—one I 
didn’t know I had—come true. The remixes 
themselves were beautiful. Rezz ended her 
entire set on the last lines of “Divinity”: 
“You see right through me.” 
Unexpectedly emotional, I loved the 
set and am excited for Rezz to come back to 
Vancouver. In the meantime, I’ll be making 
kandi bracelets for Contact Festival, which 
is just around the corner. 
Rezz has a certain kind of magic
 › Rezz at the PNE Forum
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Entertainment Editor 
There comes a point in almost every stand-up set where a comedian (often 
white) makes an off-colour (pun intended) 
joke that completely takes me out of 
the set. I find even some popular Asian 
comedians rely on jokes that make white 
people feel safe, giving them an “in” on 
cultural jokes and allowing them to laugh 
at the expense of others. 
The aptly named Yellow Fever, held 
at Red Gate Arts Society on November 14, 
did the complete opposite. The show’s 
described as a “night of comedy by Asians, 
for Non-Asians, and also Asians.” Produced 
by Anna Cran, Tin Lorcia, and Matty Vu 
(all of whom also performed), the small 
space was packed with people. Interstitial 
music was, fittingly, Japanese Breakfast, 
Mitski, and choice gems from the Mulan 
and The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift 
soundtracks (for any interested parties it 
was “Tokyo Drift” by the Teriyaki Boyz—a 
certified banger). Other comedians 
included Soo Jeong, Andrea Jin, Cory 
Lupovici, and Bradley Fung. 
Jokes were centred around, but not 
limited to, the Asian experience. This 
included earning parental approval, 
interracial dating, and hardships faced in 
the comedy community. Family dynamics 
were explored, traumas unearthed, 
and popular culture dissected. Several 
comedians were of mixed descent, while 
others spoke on the queer experience, 
adding layers to the comedy that resonated 
with the crowd. 
As a Chinese-Canadian, it was 
invigorating to see comedy where being 
Asian wasn’t the unfortunate punchline 
to every joke. Lorica said in an interview 
with the Other Press , “An Asian comic 
making jokes for white people only stands 
to reinforce stereotypes. It contributes to 
that feeling of ‘otherness’ that we already 
face every day.” 
Laurel Krienkie, a Japanese-Canadian 
friend of mine who attended the show 
with me, echoed my own feelings. “It was 
amazing to hear something similar to my 
own life experience, instead of hearing 
about how a white comedian hates his 
girlfriend for the millionth time. It spoke to 
me on a personal level that I’ve never really 
experienced before at a stand-up show,” she 
said.
Ronald Dario, a regular at Little 
Mountain Gallery and the host of Blood 
Feud, said to the Other Press that though 
he saw diversity in the audiences of open 
mic nights, most of the comedians were 
white. 
“More Asian people should, and can, 
do comedy.” Dario said. “I try and diversify 
my shows as much as I can. More voices 
contribute to more shared experiences—
which are always hilarious. It was amazing 
to see an almost fully-Asian crowd tonight.”
Red Gate has been working to expand 
its scope from mainly music to include 
comedy, spoken word, and other artistic 
performances. Yellow Fever is a step in 
the right direction, showcasing both local 
talent and cultural voices. Lorcia said that 
a follow-up show is being planned for 
February 2019, where I (and several of my 
friends) will be in attendance.
Local show 
highlights the 
Asian experience 
 › ‘Yellow Fever’ at Red Gate Arts Society 
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New and great 
music on Spotify
 › Spotify Release Radar and Discover Weekly picks
Life & StyLe
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• Upcoming holiday market previews
• Is Canada in for a vape crackdown?
• Toronto Esports Club embarrasses itself 
over name debacle
...and more!
Lauren Kelly
Graphics Manager
Looking for some sparkle for your fall and winter looks? Try out Quo’s new 
highlighter duo palette. 
I mostly use Becca’s highlighter in 
Vanilla Quartz, but mine is running low 
so I was ready to try something new. I 
decided to give this palette a try after it 
caught my eye at Shoppers Drug Mart. Quo 
is Shoppers Drug Mart’s house brand and 
unfortunately one that I’ve largely ignored 
when shopping for new products or 
researching items for my articles. However, 
Quo’s prices are relatively competitive 
with other drugstore brands sold there—
there’s just unfortunately less information 
available about them.
The Megawatt Highlighter comes with 
two highlighters: One is a warm, shimmery 
white, and the other is a darker pink-gold. 
The white highlighter actually seems quite 
similar to the Becca Vanilla Quartz, just 
a little bit lighter. If I had to compare the 
darker highlighter to a Becca shade as well, 
it’s closest to Champagne Pop. I will admit 
that neither highlighter in this palette is 
perfect for me. The white is a bit too light 
on my skin to seem like a natural highlight, 
while the gold pigment is significantly 
less obvious and only really shows up 
when the light catches it. However, when 
mixed together, the two form a beautiful 
highlight that works well on my skin. For 
people with medium-to-deep skin tones, 
the gold would probably look gorgeous and 
impactful. 
The formula itself isn’t too powdery 
and applies very easily with a brush. It’s 
incredibly pigmented as well, so you won’t 
need much product. The packaging is ideal 
for me—the flat palette has a clear lid so 
you can see the product, and the pans take 
up most of the space so it doesn’t feel like 
there is wasted room. It’s slim and easy to 
carry, unlike some bulkier palettes I own. 
Each highlighter is 4.2 grams, meaning you 
get a lot of product for your money.
At only $14 for the duo, this is a great 
investment to help you glow through the 
cold months of winter. The size is fantastic. 
Both colours are beautiful and wearable 
depending on your skin tone. I haven’t 
given Quo much of a try previously, but 
I’m very impressed with this highlighter so 
I’ll definitely be trying more in the future. 
If you like Quo or want to try it, Shoppers 
often sells cheap bundles of the products, 
so keep an eye out for those during your 
holiday shopping.
Beauty on a budget: Quo 
Megawatt Highlighter
 › These shimmery shades are perfect for winter
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Jerrison Oracion,
Senior Columnist
Pizza is a food that many people like because of how customizable it is. Many 
pizza places that you can only find in the 
Lower Mainland make artisan pizzas that 
you can’t get in any run-of-the-mill Pizza 
Hut or Domino’s. These pizzas are made 
fresh with local ingredients. The places that 
sell them experiment with new flavours 
that could be instant favourites for you 
and your friends. Here is my guide to great 
pizza places in the Lower Mainland.
Flying Wedge Pizza
Opened by three University of British 
Columbia graduates in 1989, Flying Wedge 
makes a pizza that is high quality and has 
a lot of flavour. One pizza slice is very big, 
with toppings that go all the way to the 
edge of the crust. It has natural cheeses, 
with herbs and flax in the crust. Flying 
Wedge has received a lot of awards in the 
past few decades and they have a lot of 
original flavours including the Perogie 
Polka, the Szechuan Chicken, and the 
Korean Chi. There is a location near the 
David Lam campus and they have a deal 
where when you buy a pizza, you can get 
the second one at half-price.
Me-n-Ed’s Pizza
The pizza is very thin because they roll 
their pizza dough 100 times. This makes 
it crispy when you eat it. They use six 
different types of cheeses to make each 
slice have a sharp taste. They have a variety 
of Italian-influenced pizzas, including their 
featured pizza this month—the Chicken 
Parmigiana! It has marinara chicken and 
breaded eggplant topped with mozzarella, 
parmesan cheese, basil, and ground 
pepper.
Pizza Garden
This pizza place is our preferred one when 
we eat pizza in the Other Press office. 
They make pizza in the Neapolitan way. 
This means that they use specific kinds of 
mozzarella and tomatoes in order to create 
a very authentic Italian flavour. They bake 
their pizza in a brick oven and the result is 
a pizza that has bubbles in the crust and 
a smoky taste. Some of the ingredients 
that they use are directly imported from 
Italy. They have a location near the New 
Westminster campus, so you can get a 
delicious pizza even when you’re cramming 
for exams. 
Freshslice Pizza
Freshslice has a lot of different locations all 
over the Lower Mainland and they make 
their pizza with local, fresh ingredients. 
They even give you the option of getting 
a pizza with different slices of different 
flavours. Their pizza has a garlic taste and 
it is chewy with a very thick, bready crust. 
They have a new pizza called the Hat-Trick, 
which has three different toppings, three 
cheeses, and three sauces.
Guide to pizza places in 
the Lower Mainland
 › Local pizza places that are creative and delicious
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Say what you will about Coldplay—they’ve been anything but boring during their 20-year career. They are one of those bands that some 
people really like and others do not. Coldplay transformed from a small 
band from Camden, England—consisting of Chris Martin, Jonny Buckland, 
Guy Berryman, and Will Champion—into one of the biggest bands in the 
world. They make songs that everyone sings along with during their 
concerts and are a key part of the soundtrack of the 2000s. 
The documentary about Coldplay, A Head Full of Dreams, was 
released on November 14 for one day only and came out on Amazon 
Prime Video two days later. The film hints that the band might 
retire, which some of us at the Other Press would be pretty sad 
about! Here are some of our favourite songs from Coldplay.
OUR FAVOURITE COLDPLAY SONGS
The greatest hits from the band that everyone knows
Jerrison Oracion - Senior Columnist
“Yellow” (2000)
By Meghan Lai
Production Assistant
“Look how they shine for you.” Although my youth is (and will continue to be) riddled with regret, one 
of my favourite memories growing up was sneaking out 
of the house at night with my neighbour, George. George 
and I had a lot in common: We both had high-achieving 
older sisters, we went to the same school, and we both had 
absolutely no clue what we wanted to do with our lives. To 
combat the pressure to rise above the bars set by our families, 
community, and most importantly, ourselves, we would 
sneak out of our houses in the middle of the night in search 
of a temporary escape. We'd visit our neighbourhood park 
and sing in our keyless glory. One of my favourite songs 
to belt with him was “Yellow” because it gave us the false 
affirmation that we meant something and that everything 
would be alright. With the Mandarin rendition of it featured 
in the summer flick Crazy Rich Asians, I'm so glad that 
“Yellow” is making a comeback and reaching many more 
hearts with its warmth!
“Warning Sign” (2002)
By Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer
I like the slow build-up of this song. The musical arrangements blend quite nicely to reflect the sombre lyrics and the different 
emotions someone could experience during a breakup or rocky 
relationship. I also like the reverb effects that are interspersed 
throughout the song. My favourite vocal part of the song is the 
ending when Chris Martin softly sings, “And I crawl back into your 
open arms.” His vocal performance does a good job reflecting the 
tenderness and vulnerability of a breakup or a turbulent relationship. 
The lyrics hint at a lost love, underappreciated while it lasted and deeply 
missed now that it’s over. Although the song and lyrics are a bit solemn, 
“Warning Sign” is a worthwhile song to help us to reflect about the fragility of 
life, our emotions, and our memories.
“Speed of Sound” (2005)
By Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
While I would like to talk about “The Scientist,” which got me interested in the band with its music video, I’ll leave that for other staff members to talk about. 
“Speed of Sound,” the first hit single from their third album X&Y, was made during a 
turbulent time in the band’s history. Their manager, Phil Harvey, left the band because of creative 
differences between him and Martin, and Coldplay was trying to make a follow-up to their previous 
album A Rush of Blood to the Head. The song talks about trying to find ideas to make the record and 
about the record being too big to fail because it was a gamble for their record label. The music video 
of the song shows the band performing in the dark with a display behind them. The display shows 
dazzling and colourful visuals that are sparkling and shown at the speed of sound.
“Strawberry Swing” (2008) and Frank Ocean Cover (2011)
By Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
Almost every single adult human in North America has, at one point, heard a Coldplay song (this research was conducted by myself, using a sample size of one person: me). Their discography of 
music has it all—happy songs, sad songs, songs for car commercials, and songs to make you want 
to get down on the dance floor (I am, of course, speaking about “The Scientist”). Coldplay has 
something for everyone. 
Because of this, it is entirely reasonable to think that Frank Ocean, who musically (and 
physically) exists in a social sphere entirely separate from Coldplay, would be such a fan that he 
would cover “Strawberry Swing.” Ocean’s cover, on his mixtape Nostalgia, Ultra, is oddly surreal, 
like listening to the song as sung by a friend. The original version from Viva la Vida never fails to 
relax me and boost my mood—to say nothing of the music video, which has Chris Martin flying 
through the air and fighting crime through stop-motion animation. Ocean takes a beautiful, 
nuanced song and adds a twist. Versatility and broad appeal—what Coldplay is all about!
“Life in Technicolor” (2008)
By Greg Waldock
Web Editor
The opening song to Coldplay’s superb Viva la Vida album is my all-time favourite Coldplay song and one of my favourite songs in general. Its quick build from a mellow jam to a full-band crescendo is nothing short of inspired. Despite being totally without lyrics, it also manages to be one of 
the most emotional songs in a very intense album—not the sombreness of “Cemeteries of London” nor the drama of the eponymous “Viva la Vida,” 
but an upbeat happiness that Coldplay only ever dabbles lightly in. It’s an enthusiastic, dynamic little song that never fails to put me in a good mood. 
Its poetic symmetry with the last track “Death and All His Friends” is a perfect bookend to one of the best albums Coldplay has ever produced.
“Prospekt’s March/Poppyfields” (2008)
By Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
I think “Prospekt’s March” is an incredibly underrated song on an incredibly underrated album. Prospekt’s March, released after the culture-defining Viva la Vida or Death and All 
His Friends, is an EP that expanded on some pieces and added a few more from studio 
recording sessions for that album. All the songs off Prospekt’s March are worth a 
listen but for my money, “Prospekt’s March/Poppyfields” really carries the heart 
and soul of the EP. 
Both Viva la Vida and Prospekt’s March touch on epic themes of love, war, 
and humanity, but “Prospekt’s March” feels like an appropriate coda to the 
most well-known anthem off the former album, “Viva la Vida.” Where “Viva 
la Vida” feels like a sweeping biblical epic of power gone mad and the loss 
of an empire, “Prospekt’s March” is far more sombre and humanizing. 
The song describes a quiet aftermath, a helpless kind of loss in the face 
of futile human struggles. It captures shock and grief with simple 
storytelling, such as in the lines “I ask somebody what the time is / 
But time doesn’t matter to them yet.” It’s a beautiful piece of music 
and a perfect epilogue to an incredible album that I feel often gets 
overlooked.
“Paradise” (2011)
By Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
Hearing the opening orchestral, sweeping synths of “Paradise”, the second single off 2011’s Mylo Xyloto, 
never fails to evoke a sense of staid idealism.
I’ll admit, about 80 percent of my fondness for this 
song is nostalgia for the simpler days of seven years ago, 
before I was plagued by banalities like paying rent and 
running out of toilet paper. Nevertheless, “Paradise” 
remains a powerful song about holding onto hope and 
finding one’s own personal paradise in the sacrosanct 
space of one’s dreams.
The lyrics speak of the uncomplicated optimism of 
youth confronting the tempered indifference of reality. 
“When she was just a girl / She expected the world,” 
frontman Chris Martin croons at the start of each verse, 
an all-too-relatable sentiment. Then the rest of the world 
kicks in, as captured sombrely in lines such as “Life goes 
on, it gets so heavy / The wheel breaks the butterfly.” Yet 
the subject of the song keeps her spirits high throughout 
by closing her eyes and escaping to her imagination, where 
paradise is always real and waiting. Simple yet poignant 
lyrics ring against majestic, effervescent harmonies in an 
idyllic soundscape.
The music video stars an elephant—or rather, a person in 
an elephant costume (spoiler alert, it’s Chris Martin)—escaping 
from a zoo and setting off on a perilous, cross-border journey to find 
others of his kind. The video’s a little perplexing at first, yet oddly and 
charmingly fitting for this quietly ambitious, inspirational tune.
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Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
The holiday season is no longer just fast approaching, it’s practically here! With 
the end of November blazing towards us, 
there’s only one thing we can do to prepare 
ourselves for the incoming holiday frenzy: 
Shop. 
Admit it, there’s something incredibly 
satisfying about taking some time out of 
your busy schedule to peruse a cute little 
holiday market on the hunt for anything, 
everything, and yet nothing in particular. 
If you’re looking for exactly that kind 
of activity, then you’re in luck! Below, I’ve 
compiled a list of fun upcoming holiday 
markets to check out and get you into the 
spirit.
Krampusmarkt: Strange Kristmas 
Market
Taking place from December 6 to 8 at 
Strange Fellows Brewing in Vancouver, 
Krampusmarkt promises to be an odd, 
alternative holiday market to find all sorts 
of interesting goodies.
The free event is presented by OH 
Studio and Strange Fellows Brewing. Local 
vendors will have the chance to come 
together to offer their goods and mingle 
with attendees. On December 6, visitors 
can have their photo taken on Krampus’ 
knee; it’ll be a welcome change to the usual 
monotonous holiday card you normally 
send out, I’m sure.
Featured vendors include: Antler 
Ceramics, who will be offering handmade 
ceramics; handmade papercutting, laser 
cut designs, and artwork from Light & 
Paper; artisanal sourdough baked goods 
made by Ritchie’s Bakery; visual art pieces 
by Frances Hahn; and more. Over 20 
vendors will fill Strange Fellows Brewing 
over the weekend-long event. If what you’re 
looking for isn’t at Krampusmarkt, you 
can just treat yourself to a refreshing beer 
flight before turning your sights to the next 
market.
Back Alley Art Collective: Holiday 
pARTy
Krampusmarkt not your thing? Check out 
Back Alley Art Collective’s third annual 
Holiday pARTy on December 15 at 114 
Donaghy Ave, North Vancouver. Look for 
a decked-out warehouse that’s pumping 
music.
Back Alley Art Collective, a group of 
collaborating creatives, is offering snacks, 
cold drinks, good music, and a mini-ramp 
to skateboard on as well as a number of 
artisan vendors to shop and mingle with.
You’ll find Billy Would Designs, an 
artist who creates jewellery and accessories 
out of reclaimed wood and broken 
skateboards; Jemma VO Artworks, a 
mixed media artist working primarily with 
glass and metal; String Creative, a visual 
branding company; and more. 
Back Alley Art Collective asks you to 
“come for the art, stay for the party,” so if 
you don’t find exactly what you’re looking 
for, at least you can make a good time out 
of it.
Make It! A Handmade Revolution
If you want an all-out handmade craft 
market extravaganza, this is definitely for 
you. From December 12 to 16, Make it! 
will be at the PNE Forum in Vancouver. 
Admission is $8 at the door or $4 if you buy 
your tickets early.
The range of goods that will be 
available at this market is impressive, with 
over 180 vendors scheduled to sell their 
handmade creations. You can find Abeego 
Designs Inc., who specializes in breathable, 
reusable beeswax wrap to replace single-
use plastic wraps; Honest Dumplings, with 
a variety of fresh, delicious dumplings 
for sale; Scandinazn, offering colourful, 
geometric jewellery made primarily with 
discarded leather; and many more. 
With the necessary details I’ve 
provided you, all there is left to do now 
is check out all of these interesting and 
individually unique holiday markets, buy 
a lot of cool stuff, and drink lots of apple 
cider. Doable, right?
Markets to meet 
all your needs
 › Upcoming holiday market previews
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Last summer, the Overwatch League 
(OWL) announced that they will be 
adding two Canadian teams to their 
roster: Vancouver and Toronto.
The OWL is a professional videogame 
league centred around Blizzard’s massively 
popular first-person shooter Overwatch. 
The new teams are set to debut this 
coming April, but not everyone is happy 
about it. 
On October 24, it was announced 
that the Toronto team will be called the 
Toronto Defiant. However, upon their 
name reveal, Blizzard requested that the 
Toronto Esports Club, a semi-pro team, 
drop the “Toronto” from their name in 
OWL-based competition. Blizzard called 
for this change due to the fact that the 
Toronto Defiant, as the major league 
team, has exclusive title rights. 
To throw in some context, Toronto 
Esports Club is part of the Contenders 
League, which is a minor league similar 
to a semi-pro or college basketball team. 
In fact, Toronto Esports Club was in 
partnership with the Boston Uprising—
another OWL team—as their academy 
or training team. However, Blizzard 
requested a name change in order to avoid 
confusion regarding association. 
Earlier in the year, the OWL 
demonstrated its intent to differentiate 
itself from other professional videogame 
leagues by having specific, city-based 
teams instead of more generic region or 
country-based teams. Blizzard claims that 
when an OWL team slot is purchased, 
whatever host city claims it has also 
purchased exclusive naming rights. In 
the case of Toronto Esports Club and the 
Toronto Defiant, the use of the patron city 
was deemed too similar for two teams that 
are not even associated with one another. 
Needless to say, Toronto Esports 
Club was not pleased. Owner Ryan Pallett 
went to Twitter, publicly challenging the 
Toronto Defiant to an exhibition match 
on October 29 over use of the city name. 
However, OverActive Media—owners of 
the Toronto Defiant—revealed that they 
had nothing to do with the request and 
that it is ultimately Blizzard’s decision.
What did Toronto Esports Club 
do? Essentially, they said that they were 
taking their ball and going home. In a 
public tweet released on November 12, 
Toronto Esports Club said, “We have been 
informed by Blizzard that 
we will be forced to remove 
‘Toronto’ from our brand in 
only 6 weeks. Mid Contenders 
season 3. The reason cited: @
TorontoDefiant have purchased 
‘exclusive naming rights.’ We will 
be leaving Overwatch effective 
immediately. Good riddance.”
At this point in time, the 
Boston Uprising, the OWL team 
who partnered with Toronto 
Esports Club, reminded Pallett 
and his staff that it’s not actually 
their ball. The Boston Uprising 
is owned by Kraft Group, whose 
president of gaming, Chris “HuK” 
Loranger, took to Twitter to address 
the issue. Loranger reminded 
everyone that all player and 
staff contracts in regard to the 
Contenders League team, as well 
as the use of the Contender’s 
League slot, is actually owned 
by Kraft Group. Therefore, the 
team itself will continue on 
under new management and 
independent of Pallett and 
the Toronto Esports Club—
and obviously, with a new 
name!
Twitter-tantrum: Toronto 
Esports Club
 › Toronto Esports Club embarrasses itself over name debacle
To
ro
n
to
 D
ef
ia
n
t 
re
ve
al
 g
ra
p
h
ic
 v
ia
 B
liz
za
rd
issue 13// vol 45 life & style // no. 13
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Last week, I reported on recent actions taken by the American Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) to crack down on 
vape and e-cigarette companies. However, 
despite a report released on November 8 
outlining the FDA’s plans to ban certain 
vape and e-cigarette flavours—due to their 
appeal to minors—the FDA announced on 
November 15 that they will not be going 
through with that course of action. 
Instead, the FDA will only be requiring 
that any flavour that is not primarily 
tobacco or mint be sold in an age-restricted 
area of the store. Furthermore, fruity or 
sweet flavours sold online by American 
retailers will be required to take further age 
verification measures (this probably means 
a two-step age verification process). 
Essentially, the FDA is softballing 
and relying on the vape and e-cigarette 
companies themselves to reduce their 
youth appeal—instead of legally taking 
steps to restrict marketing towards 
underage teenagers and preteens. 
This is a massive departure from their 
original plan.
This begs the question: How will 
this affect Canadian legislation regarding 
these products? Last week I pointed out 
that Canada has already banned flavoured 
tobacco in an attempt to combat its appeal 
to minors. I also pointed out that vape and 
e-cigarette products will probably soon face 
legal reform, due to their rise in popularity 
among young people. 
It is no secret that Canada already 
has far stricter laws regarding products 
containing nicotine when compared with 
the US. So, is a Canadian ban on sweet vape 
and e-cigarette flavours off the table just 
because the FDA couldn’t pull the trigger? 
Absolutely not. Based on recent legal 
trends, I would say that the FDA’s inability 
to follow through in any really impactful 
way will expediate Parliament’s response to 
this issue. 
Is Canada in for a
vape crackdown? Part two
 › The FDA softens their blow, but will it matter?
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 

This week’s photo is by _telka_
Now Hiring!
Work for the Other Press
Two positions open:
• Business Manager
Start date to be determined
• Social Media Coordinator 
Open until filled
Please email your resume and cover 
letter to editor.otherpress@gmail.com 
or contact us for more information.
OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story?
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
• Too many all stars, not enough stars
• Exotic animals are not pets
• Take a semester off school
...and more!
Jessica Berget 
Opinions Editor
Everyone has at one point entertained the idea of owning an exotic animal. 
How could you not? Tigers are adorable, 
monkeys are cool as hell, and bears are 
so fuzzy! But are they suitable pets? 
Absolutely not.
The thing about owning a wild animal 
as a pet is that they’re wild animals. Some 
may become accustomed to being or even 
living indoors, but they’re not domesticated 
by any stretch. They still have their wild 
instincts and they need specific living 
conditions, diets, and environments to live 
comfortably. When these needs are not 
met, they can get sick, agitated, stressed 
out, depressed, and even die as a result. 
In fact, this is the fate of most wild 
animals that are held in captivity. Often 
the owner is unaware of their needs, 
so the animals die because of hypo- or 
hyperthermia, neglect, dehydration, or 
starvation—or in other words, because of 
their owner’s ignorance. Most wild animals 
suffer while living in captivity because 
they have to express their wild nature and 
roam around their natural habitat, which 
is obviously not a suburban backyard. Or 
if they’re big, aggressive animals, like big 
cats or bears, they can injure, terrorize, and 
sometimes even kill people because of the 
stress and trauma from not living in their 
natural environment. 
Cats and dogs have been domesticated 
for millennia. They have gone through 
many generations of selective breeding 
so that they can be our furry companions 
and live in the comfort of our homes. Wild 
animals have no such genetic coding. No 
matter what you do, you can’t tame them. 
Even if people raise wild creatures from 
newborns, they still have primal instincts 
and behaviours and it’s in their nature to 
act on them. I think it’s cruel that some 
people try to supress these behaviours in 
their exotic pets in order to try taming 
them. Some animals just cannot and should 
not be kept as pets, no matter how cute or 
affectionate someone thinks they are. 
Another concerning aspect about 
owning an exotic animal is that often 
people realize they can’t care for them or 
get bored and release them into the wild. A 
nice idea, trying to get the animal back to 
nature—but if it’s not their natural habitat, 
or if they’re an aggressive species, this 
actually puts the animal, the public, and 
the environment in danger. The released 
animals can hurt or kill people, become 
invasive species, or even spread diseases like 
monkeypox, rabies, herpes, salmonella, and 
many more. I think it’s safer for everyone 
to keep wild animals where they belong: In 
the wild and in their natural habitats. 
I’m glad BC has tough laws about 
owning exotic pets, but that doesn’t stop 
people from getting them. I understand 
wanting an exotic pet because of a love for 
animals. However, I think it’s better to love 
them from a distance when they are in their 
natural environment because that is where 
they can live happily and healthily. 
Exotic animals are not pets
 › Why you should think twice about owning a dangerous wild animal
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
If you were to stop me in the middle of the street and ask me to blurt out a random 
fact about RuPaul’s Drag Race, I can 
confidently say that I would be able to do it.
Who went home season five, episode 
one? Penny Tration. First double eviction? 
That was season four, to the dismay of both 
Honey Mahogany and Vivienne Pinay. Was 
Shangela robbed? Yes, yes she was.
All this is to stress that I am a huge fan 
of the show. So, when it was announced 
that RuPaul’s Drag Race: All Stars season 
four is set to premiere on December 14, you 
would expect me to be excited. Instead, I 
was confused and pre-emptively exhausted. 
I feel this way because just earlier this 
year in March, the third season of All 
Stars concluded with Trixie Mattel as the 
new crowned queen. With season three 
wrapped up, I anticipated that the next 
time Drag Race fans would see an All Stars 
season would be in a couple of years, at 
least after a few regular Drag Race seasons 
introduced fans to new drag queens. 
Instead, here I am a mere 10 months after 
Trixie Mattel’s win, not as excited as I 
would like to be. It’s way too soon for this 
season to be happening. 
The point of All Stars is to show what 
drag queens have done with their careers 
after their original seasons. It’s supposed 
to be about showing growth and bringing 
back infamous and iconic queens as well as 
fan favourites. All Stars season one aired in 
2012, season two in 2016, and season three 
in 2018. Spacing them out works because 
it allows regular seasons to pass and the 
pool of potential stars to grow. It also 
gives fans the chance to witness beloved 
queens’ development outside of the show 
and be excited to root for them if they do 
return. Shoehorning another season of 
All Stars into the end of the year doesn’t 
allow for the same amount of hype to be 
built up. Sure, it’s exciting to see the cast 
and have the show to watch again, but the 
announcement makes me second-guess 
the meaning of an “all star” in the context 
of RuPaul’s Drag Race. 
Not everyone can be an All Star or 
should be for that matter. There have been 
over 120 queens on RuPaul’s Drag Race 
after season 10 ended this summer. This 
year alone, three seasons of Drag Race will 
have aired, two of those being All Stars 
seasons. Maybe it’s harsh, but I wonder if 
we’ll run out of “all stars” at this rate.
I’m really happy to see that Drag Race 
has exploded in the mainstream and is 
afforded the ability to put out so many 
seasons so quickly—but I can’t help but 
feel like the announcement of season four 
so soon is overkill. I’d rather discover new 
queens over the course of two or three 
regular seasons and then happily accept 
another All Stars in 2020, when the hype 
and anticipation is nearly unbearable. At 
least I’d feel it was worth the wait.
Too many all stars, not enough stars
 › ‘RuPaul’s Drag Race: All Stars’ season four is too much, too soon
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Janis McMath
Senior Columnist
Out of every possible scent I have had the displeasure of being trapped 
into smelling, nothing quite churns my 
stomach like strong perfume. I despise 
when people wear extremely heavy 
fragrances.
Let me first say that I have no 
problem with people applying small 
amounts of perfume. If a person’s 
fragrance cannot be smelled an arm’s 
length away from them, that’s totally 
acceptable. But if their perfume can turn 
an elevator into a suffocating experience, 
I have a problem with that. Some people 
have fragrance allergies and their lives 
are made harder by those wearing heavy 
perfume.
In an article in The Globe and Mail, 
Dr. Michael Joffres, a professor of health 
sciences at Simon Fraser University, 
said that scent sensitivity is similar to an 
allergy. He explained that exposure to 
strong fragrances “can trigger breathing 
problems, headaches, sneezing, nausea, 
disorientation and, in extreme cases, 
[people] can go into shock similar to 
the reaction those with a peanut allergy 
might have.” In recent years people 
have become extremely sensitive and 
considerate about peanut allergies—so 
what about fragrance allergies?
Frustratingly, people do not seem to 
care as much about fragrance allergies as 
they do about food allergies. An article by 
the CBC  highlighted this by reporting on 
a story in which a patient accused nurses 
and medical professionals at the Stanton 
Territorial Hospital in Yellowknife of 
using products with strong fragrances, 
even though their hospital has a scent-
free policy. It is astounding that there are 
healthcare professionals who would be 
willing to prioritize anything over their 
patient’s health, let alone something as 
trivial as strongly-scented hand cream. It 
seems that the seriousness of fragrance 
allergies is not even appreciated in a place 
where health is prioritized, so it is very 
important that we change the way people 
think about the consequences of using 
strongly-scented products.
Scent sensitivity can be a serious 
threat, which means perfume is 
something we all need to be considerate 
of. The Globe and Mail article states that 
80 percent of all of the 4,000 chemical 
ingredients used in scented products 
have not been tested for their toxicity 
to humans, so people with fragrance 
allergies have no way of knowing what 
they’re allergic to and what to avoid. 
Dr. Joffres stated that people with scent 
sensitivity “are falling through the cracks 
of the current medical system.” Because 
of this oversight, we need to be more 
considerate of those who cannot handle 
perfumes until research can help better 
protect those with scent sensitivities.
 If you’re going to wear a fragrance 
out, just remember to be cute and non-
toxic.
Jessica Berget 
Opinions Editor
Seeing people wear clothes with the word “feminist” on them has become more 
and more frequent in my experience—a 
trend that irks me. Not only is it tacky, 
it cheapens the word and trivializes 
everything I feel the movement stands for. 
Wearing clothes like these is turning 
feminism into a fashion trend, which is not 
a good thing. When something becomes 
a trend, people tend to buy things for the 
sole reason that they’re popular. People 
who buy these clothes because they’re 
considered stylish at the moment may not 
necessarily agree with the ideology or even 
fully understand it. I worry that people 
who buy “feminist” apparel may not hold 
feminist values or may be in the realm of 
feminism that tends to come across as anti-
men, which is not reflective of the whole 
movement at all. In fact, it gives feminism 
a bad name. 
It seems like feminism has 
unfortunately become more of a fashion 
fad than a set of meaningful beliefs. Many 
celebrities have been seen wearing “we 
should all be feminists” shirts. It has even 
been used 
in a fashion 
runway for 
Dior (and 
can be 
yours for 
only $710). 
Trends 
also come 
and go. 
It may be 
fashionable 
to wear 
these shirts now, but soon enough they 
will go out of style. An important political 
movement should not be diminished to 
a fashion statement that will eventually 
become passé. 
I can also see how people would think 
that wearing this apparel is important. 
It makes the word “feminist,” a term 
that has so many negative connotations, 
normalized and more accepted. While I 
do think it’s a good way to get feminism 
normalized 
and to 
push the 
conversation 
into the 
mainstream, to 
me it’s another 
example of 
slacktivism. 
Wearing 
a feminist 
T-shirt is not 
the same as 
volunteering, educating people on sexism 
and double standards, or making a positive 
difference. This normalization can also be 
an unfavourable thing because once a word 
is printed on too many beanies, shirts, or 
jackets, I think it loses its vigour and its 
impact is diminished. It becomes more 
than just a political ideology, it becomes 
a label without necessarily keepings its 
ideological connotations. 
You shouldn’t have to literally wear 
your political beliefs on your sleeves. A 
movement that you believe in should not 
be reduced to a price tag in a store. I think 
it’s okay to wear clothing that expresses 
yourself and your beliefs, but you shouldn’t 
have to make it so blaringly obvious. It’s 
shady that this apparel is being sold in the 
first place. Clothing companies know how 
mainstream the movement is right now so 
they’re capitalizing on it for their financial 
gain, which is not what feminism is about. 
In fact, aren’t most branches of feminism 
against capitalism?
People can wear and express 
themselves however they want, but I can’t 
take this kind of clothing seriously. Being a 
feminist should not be a fashion statement, 
so why must people treat it like one?
Wearing ‘feminist’ clothing cheapens the word
 › Strong perfumes can literally harm people
 › It’s an ideology, not a fashion statement
Jessica Berget 
Opinions Editor
It’s been about a year since I decided to take a break from school. What was 
originally supposed to be a semester or 
two off to cure my burnout has turned 
into one of the most productive times 
of my life. 
I started lifeguard training, got 
a great paying job, reconnected with 
my family, saved up money, started 
volunteering, and most importantly, 
I was able to just relax. There was no 
stress about essay deadlines, being 
late for class, group projects, or my 
grades, which was just what I needed. 
Taking this time off school was the best 
decision I’ve ever made, and I think 
everyone should do it if they have a 
chance. 
If you don’t think you have the 
opportunity to take a break from 
school, or just plain don’t want to, that’s 
respectable and you are much stronger 
than I am. However, there are a lot of 
positive long-term effects that come 
with taking a break from school, so I 
would recommend it.
It’s important in the long run 
for your mind and your body. I think 
people who go to school too long get 
stuck in the academic world; I know 
I did. They forget what it’s like to 
be in the real world and not have a 
reading to do or a class to study for. 
People need that break to destress and 
recharge. Time off also prevents you 
from burning out, not just academically 
but physically and emotionally as well. 
Instead, it gives you the chance to work 
your butt off and save money for future 
academic expenditures. You also gain 
the opportunity to get experience in 
your field.
Taking time off school means you 
have more time to do the things that 
you’ve always wanted or needed to do. 
Volunteering was one on those things 
for me. It’s damn near impossible to 
find time to volunteer when you have a 
job and a heavy class workload ahead 
of you, so taking time off is the perfect 
opportunity for it. However, you don’t 
have to just volunteer. You can watch all 
the shows you’ve been meaning to see, 
read more books, join a sports team, 
research topics you’ve always been 
interested in but didn’t have time to, 
and do anything to better yourself. 
You can also rethink your major. 
Taking time off has made me realize 
that I wasn’t 100 percent certain about 
my major, whereas now I’m confident 
with the area I will study when I get 
back to school. You don’t want to spend 
thousands of dollars on classes that 
don’t even interest you. There’s no point 
in lying to yourself.
If you’ve lost interest, don’t have 
the energy, or just don’t want to go 
to school, take a break! Education is 
not something that you should rush 
through. When I do decide to go back to 
school, I know I will return with passion 
and vigour that I can attribute to my 
year off. Do yourself a favour and take 
a semester (or even a year or more) off 
school. You’ll thank yourself for it later.
Do yourself a favour 
and take a semester 
(or more) off school
 › Give yourself time to recharge 
and rediscover your life
Be more considerate 
of those with 
fragrance allergies
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(March 21 – April 20)
Be wary of the intentions 
of others! Have you been listening closely 
to someone’s advice? Now is the time to 
retain your own autonomy and think 
for yourself. With this burst of self-
confidence, new avenues for work and 
pleasure will soon follow.
(June 22 – July 23)
Uh-oh! Have you been 
talking a big game, Cancer? Make sure 
you have the facts to back it up. Before 
stating your opinion, take the time to try 
and see every side of the issue. Don’t let 
impulsiveness win, although it might be 
tempting. Remember, patience is a virtue!
(Sept 24 – Oct 23)
Look up, Libra! Have you 
been wanting to expand your social circle? 
Try taking a break from all the things 
others are doing on social media. Instead, 
try doing things yourself. Check out a 
show or a band that sounds interesting 
or say yes to an event that’s not typically 
“your scene.” You might enjoy it!
(Dec 22 – Jan 20)
Stop fighting, Capricorn! 
Now is the time to let the past go. Any 
long feuds, miscommunications, and 
disagreements should be forgotten as 
we move into 2019. With your birthday 
coming up, ruminate over the past year 
and visualize how you want your new year 
to go.
(April 21 – May 21)
The full moon in 
Gemini makes it hard for you to bite your 
tongue, Taurus! The question you’ve been 
burning to ask finally makes its way to the 
forefront of your mind. Be careful of your 
approaches to discussion. Is there a way to 
phrase things in a careful manner?
(July 24 – Aug 23)
Love is in the air for Leos! 
As we move into the house of your fellow 
fire sign, Sagittarius, passion burns red-
hot. Best to make your declarations of 
love in a typical Leo manner—go big or go 
home!
(Oct 24 – Nov 22)
Is it just me, or does 
everything look so good lately? Material 
things have really been catching your eye 
this last little while! Fair warning—it’ll get 
worse as the holidays come closer. Resist 
your urge to spend by making a DIY gift 
for a friend or making an online wish list. 
(Jan 21 – Feb 19)
As the holiday season 
starts, don’t try sticking to any agendas! 
Planning will most likely overwhelm you. 
Try moving where the mood takes you, 
from big, splashy celebrations to a quiet 
night at home. Listen to your mind and 
body!
(May 22 – June 22)
As the sun flows into 
Sagittarius—your complimentary sign—
you’ll feel a palpable attraction to others. 
Now is the time to forge new connections, 
business-related or otherwise. Keep an 
open mind and enjoy your time in the 
limelight!
(Aug 24 – Sept 23)
Have you been locking 
horns with others lately? Classmates, 
family members, significant others—no 
one has escaped your wrath! Your sensitive 
side will make a comeback midweek and 
make you reflect on your actions. Try 
reaching out to someone you’ve spurned 
in the past—they’ll appreciate it.
(Nov 23 – Dec 21)
Talking and connecting 
with people is a classic Sagittarius 
pastime. It’s no surprise that people 
love you—you’re naturally charming! 
However, some may take your warmth 
and openness as an invitation to feed off 
of your enthusiasm and energy. Don’t let 
your people-pleasing nature rule your life! 
(Feb 20 – Mar 20)
Your analytical mind 
might get the best of you, Pisces! Planning 
for the year ahead becomes much more 
reasonable when you break it down into 
easy-to-achieve goals. The upcoming year 
will be an especially productive one for 
you, so keep your goals close to your heart.
• Horoscopes
• Woman self-cares to death
• Local action film fights for length
...and more!
Weekly horoscopes Isabelle OrrEntertainment Editor › Sagittarius season is finally here!
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
“Astrology is a load of shit,” William Callahan told press 
while wearing his stained, ripped Golden 
State Warriors jersey that he deemed 
“lucky.” “Anybody who believes in it is 
stupid and probably a woman.” 
In a bold move that nobody asked for, 
Callahan, basketball superfan, held a press 
conference last Tuesday to renounce all 
astrology as “fake and dumb.” Astrology, 
the study of the movement and positions 
of celestial bodies, has been studied since 
around 2,000 BCE. Ancient astrologers 
used the stars and planets in the solar 
system to predict significant events and 
seasonal weather patterns, a practice 
Callahan referred to as “completely 
brainless.”  
“I would never rely on something as 
dumb and arbitrary as the highly visible 
moons and planets around me to define 
my fate,” Callahan said, his mouth dusted 
with crumbs from a bag of Fritos. “People 
should believe in something real, like how 
my jersey is gonna help the Warriors go all 
the way this season.”
Callahan’s jersey, covered in an 
unidentified sauce on one sleeve and 
something oddly neon on the other, was 
the very same jersey that he claimed 
propelled the Oakland team to victory in 
2015. 
“I was wearing it at Big Bad John’s 
Sports Bar and Grill,” Callahan announced 
to press, visibly spitting on them as he 
talked. “I ordered my classic ‘lucky’ order, 
two pounds of John’s Nitro Heat Blast 
Wings and a side order of nacho cheese to 
dunk them in. I don’t shower for a week 
prior to the big game. I start drinking at 
exactly 7 am. I’ve perfected this ritual over 
the years and I’m confident it’ll help us this 
season.” 
Astrology has gained popularity over 
the years, culminating into worldwide 
interest. Many people, like local astrology 
buff Amanda Lowe, find astrology to be 
both a fun and entertaining hobby. 
“I love astrology,” Lowe told reporters. 
“I’ve always had an interest in outer space. 
I’ll admit I don’t know a lot, but I enjoy 
doing my own research and talking to 
others who know more than me. I’m not 
going to make a career out of it or anything, 
but it’s so cool to think about my place 
in the universe. I’ve met a lot of friends 
through message boards. Plus honestly it’s 
just plain fun!” 
“That’s the dumbest thing I’ve ever 
heard in my life,” Callahan said after 
hearing Lowe’s remarks from a member of 
the press. “Are you kidding me? Believing 
in a giant crab in the sky? What’s next, 
thinking the gravitational pull of the 
moon affects anything on Earth? What 
an absolute crock of shit. Mark my words, 
those hippies are dumb enough to believe 
in just about anything.” 
Callahan paused here to eat a 
drumette. 
When asked about the possibility 
of the Golden State Warriors losing the 
season, Callahan scoffed. 
“How could they lose? I’m wearing my 
lucky jersey, aren’t I?”
Local man denounces 
astrology, has lucky 
basketball jersey
 › ‘Yeah, I’m a Taurus. So, what?’
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Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer
Jeremy Jonders, the director of the upcoming superhero film The Amazing 
Adventures of Vancouver Girl, revealed 
that the movie will be Burrardo Studios’ 
longest film—and possibly the longest 
superhero film ever made.
“I heard that the upcoming Avengers 
movie is going to be three hours, so I 
figured our movie should have a run time 
of exactly three hours 
and five minutes,” 
said Jonders said in a 
live-streamed Q&A on 
his YouTube channel. 
“Having the longest 
movie is something 
that is very near and 
dear to my heart. And 
no, before you ask, I’m 
not overcompensating 
for anything. Everybody 
can stop bringing that 
up.”
Jonders explained 
that he, along with 
the film’s writers, 
assistant director, 
studio executives, and his mother Annie, 
decided lots of time needed to be taken to 
tell Vancouver Girl’s story. 
“It’s a beautiful action-packed story 
that shouldn’t be rushed. If that means 
the whole first hour goes by without 
dialogue, so be it,” said Jonders, who 
stands at about 5’3 (in shoes).
Even the smallest details haven’t 
been overlooked in Vancouver Girl. 
Because of the attention to detail, the 
action within the action movie won’t start 
until around the halfway mark. 
“Even the fighting style Vancouver 
Girl uses to defeat her archnemesis won’t 
be revealed until a good two hours have 
passed,” said Jonders. “The audience has 
seen dozens of superhero movies over the 
years, so I’m sure they can endure a couple 
of hours of close-up shots of buildings 
and trees instead. It’s really an artistic 
choice.” 
He further explained that the special 
effects used in the usual car chases, sword 
fights, fistfights, and the epic battles on 
mountaintops really need to be slowed 
down for dramatic and emotional effects. 
“At one point, all movement stops. 
The audience will basically be staring at a 
still photo of the actors. 
I’m all about length for 
this movie. All about 
the height—I mean, 
length.”
Other characters 
from the film really 
help flesh out the world 
of Vancouver Girl. 
“Vancouver Girl has 
a sidekick, Stanville 
Granville. He’s a really 
cool dude—really tall, 
too. Since you guys 
asked, he’s around 6’5. 
He also works part-time 
as a film director. And 
yes, Vancouver Girl 
and Granville find love at the end of the 
movie. Spoiler alert!” 
Before leaving the conference, 
Jonders leaned close to the microphone 
with a twinkle in his eye. 
“My executives told me not to reveal 
this, but I’m feeling risky. There’s a 
possibility that an additional five minutes 
might be added to the film. We really 
want to make it as tall—I mean long—as 
possible. Just to fully capture the film’s 
story. Because, you know, length is really 
what matters in this industry. God, I’m so 
much better than the Russo brothers.” 
Reporters noted that when Jonders 
moved away from the podium, it 
appeared the director was wearing lifts. 
Local action film 
fights for length
 › ‘The opening credits alone could be 
an entirely separate movie’
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
Local paramedics were saddened to announce that local resident 
Didi Glass, 34, passed away last Friday 
evening. 
“Ms. Glass’ death was a result of 
too much self-care,” John Rivera, the 
chief of police, told press. “We’re talking 
hair mask, nails, bath bombs—real 
perfume-y stuff.” 
Glass was a substitute teacher who 
friends said had a “good heart,” but 
never really managed to make it work 
with anyone. 
“She had two cats and, by the 
looks of it, fed them too much and too 
often,” Rivera said. “She also had framed 
pictures of the cats by her bed. Why 
anyone would do that, I don’t know. She 
could just look right at the cats.”
Besides her teaching job, Glass 
was a member of several crocheting 
and needlepoint clubs as well as a vocal 
member of the Tasty Facebook group. 
“Looking through her internet 
history reveals she commented, ‘yum! 
MUST make this for the hubby,’ on 
several one-pot pasta videos,” Rivera 
reported. “We can’t say for sure, but 
we suspect she never made any of 
them—and she definitely didn’t have a 
husband.” 
The exact cause of death is 
unknown, but Rivera and his team had 
several theories. 
“It was clear to us that Ms. Glass 
had applied a charcoal mask at some 
point in the evening, as well as some 
Pantene Pro-V deep conditioner,” said 
Rivera. “Judging by the damp towel 
on the couch, she had most likely 
gotten out of the shower and sat there 
in a fugue state for about 40 minutes 
watching The Great British Baking Show.
“Ms. Glass’ accident probably 
happened when she went back into 
the shower. From the streaks of Essie’s 
‘Forever Yummy’ polish on the shower 
door handle, she most likely slipped on 
the estimated 15 Lush bath products 
scattered about the floor. There was also 
a box of the cheapest red wine from the 
BC Liquor store next to the towel on the 
couch, which obviously played into the 
scene in a big way. There was no glass on 
site—she was probably drinking straight 
from the box.”
Other Press reporters spoke to 
Sharon Ross, whom Glass called her 
“BFF” in her hot pink journal that Rivera 
called “embarrassing for someone her 
age.” Ross was inconsolable at the time 
of the interviews. 
“She was teaching eighth grade 
science and you know how eight graders 
can be,” Ross sobbed. “She texted me on 
her lunch break to tell me that they had 
started calling her ‘Ms. Ass’ and I felt so 
horrible that I suggested she take a night 
to herself and just unwind. Splurge 
on a nice hand cream from Sephora, a 
rotisserie chicken, and just relax, you 
know? Mental health is as important as 
physical health! She needed some ‘me’ 
time! This is all my fault!”
Before ending the press conference, 
Rivera had some closing remarks: “Let 
Ms. Glass’ fate be a lesson to us all. By all 
means, take care of your mental health 
and wellbeing. But not too much. Best 
to just push the stress deep down and 
let it fester into something much more 
serious and harder to handle. At least, 
that’s what I do—and you can trust me, 
I’m a cop.”
Woman self-cares to death
 › ‘No amount of sparkly bath 
bombs could fix this’
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
It was a big day for local board game enthusiasts Gilda Rynes and Derek 
Vassar, both 27, as they celebrated their 
50th party ruined.  
“We’ve ended dozens upon dozens of 
parties,” Vassar said as Rynes sat on his lap, 
something that made every reporter in the 
room uncomfortable. “And we hope to ruin 
many more in the years to come.” 
After the two met studying geology, 
the two quickly realized that the only thing 
stronger than their love for each other was 
their passion for tabletop board games. 
“Because the only thing more boring 
than geology is board games,” said Rynes. 
The couple described their takedown 
of parties as a double-pronged approach. 
“We wait until the party is really 
getting into full swing,” Vassar told the 
Other Press, zipping up his black Arc’teryx 
jacket as far as it could possibly go. “People 
are talking, laughing, really having fun. 
Then we pull out our mesh grocery bag full 
of intricate, hard-to-learn board games and 
put them all on the table. We make it very 
clear how the night is going to go. Do you 
want to describe the rest, babe?”
Rynes put one of her sweater strings 
in her mouth and chewed on it as she 
explained the rest of the attack. 
“We then find the least convenient 
area to play a game—most likely the table 
holding everyone’s drinks—and move 
everything aside to set the board game up. 
If anyone protests, we shout them down 
with phrases like, ‘No, you’ll love it!’ and 
‘We’ve played this one a million times.’ 
Usually, people start to realize that the fun, 
easygoing energy of the party is now over 
and done with, and the real fun begins.” 
Other Press reporters spoke to Calvin 
Wrobel, host of the aforementioned 50th 
party. 
“I hate board games,” said Wrobel. 
“Don’t like them, never have. It’s almost 
like Gilda and Derek are using them as a 
tool to distract us from the fact that they 
can’t socialize. Before they pulled the board 
games out, they barely talked to anyone. 
They just sat on the couch whispering to 
each other. It was almost as awful as the 
games themselves.” 
“We pick the games with the most 
detailed rules that are almost impossible 
for first-timers to pick up on,” Vassar 
explained. “We’re not talking Guess 
Who? or Monopoly. We’re bringing out 
complicated, world-building games that 
are barely even fun for us. Now that’s how 
you party!” 
“Because we own these games and 
play them often, we always have the upper 
hand. And believe me, we’re poor winners,” 
Rynes added.
Vassar pulled reporters aside while 
Rynes was in the bathroom. “Just between 
us, I’m planning on proposing to Gilda at 
the next party we ruin. I’m going to pull 
out Codenames—and instead of a complex, 
frustrating game that guarantees nobody 
will be getting laid that night, there’ll be a 
ring inside! I can’t wait to settle down, start 
a family, and force the doctor delivering our 
child to play Settlers of Catan before giving 
Gilda an epidural.” 
Sources told the Other Press that 
Rynes and Vassar usually only bring two 
loose beers to a party, relying mostly on the 
hosts as a source of alcohol. 
Before leaving the conference, Vassar 
and Rynes shared a long, tongue-filled kiss. 
“We do that at parties too,” Rynes said. 
“Nobody likes it.” 
Board game couple celebrates 50th party ruined
 › ‘You guys are red, and we’re blue. No wait—you’re blue—no-’
Creative Works
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
I’m staring at my Papa’s brown, wrinkled faceand the way his tears catch the warm,
afternoon light. His bike is lying behind him
on the grass, handlebars twisted
like my guts. Mom is crying
beside me and I don’t want to look
but I feel the force of her sobs reverberating
out onto the driveway. Papa’s feet shuffling
nervously on the porch, tiny flecks
of white paint chipping and turning to dust
beneath them. “I just wanted to drop
these off,” he says, voice thick
with remorse. I look at him, my father’s
father, and the tub of sour keys
from Giant Tiger shaking
in his grip. They haven’t seen each other
since the divorce. “I know you both like
these,” he offers. Mom reaches
for them. I stare at the proximity
of their hands and the salty sugar separating
them. Now, they’re hugging and crying,
and Papa is apologizing. He doesn’t say
what he’s sorry for but we know. Sour keys
drop to the porch. I make no move to catch
them, watching the candy roll
away from their intertwined limbs.  
Sour Keys
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
Grocery store, five-thirty—it’s the perfect time of day
To find us nine-to-fivers in our post-work disarray
You’ve got your goods, now all that’s left is lining up to pay.
Which lane to choose? Each looks at least a dozen shoppers deep
I mill around confusedly, just another hapless sheep
Just pick one and stop dithering, you’re looking like a creep.
With my basket flailing awkwardly, I shuffle in behind
A cart piled high with paper towel—the name-brand, fancy kind
Meanwhile, your budget limits you to the cheapest you can find.
Gosh, next to that, my basket’s full of such sad-looking fare
Like my off-brand “cream cheese product” and my one bruised, clearance pear
Come on, the cashier won’t judge you. They’re not paid enough to care.
But even worse than judgment—the dreaded small-talk at the till
Will they ask “How has your day been?” Now I’m terrified they will—
Stop freaking out, you loser. It’s a cashier. Please, just chill.
I’ll smile and nod, say, “Fine, thanks,” I’ll be pleasant, normal, bland
—Wait, what’s this loaf of bread? Oh, no, I grabbed the pricey brand?
Just say that you don’t want it. The cashier will understand.
But I can’t just tell the cashier I don’t want it anymore
Just thinking of the awkwardness strikes dread within my core
Fine, buy the bread you can’t afford. See, this is why you’re poor.
I don’t dare ask the cashier to return it to the shelf
Perhaps I should just go and put this bread loaf back myself
Just TAKE the nicer bread. It’s probably better for your health.
I’ll buy it. Fine. I know I can. My soul is resolute
The bread sits in my basket, proud, beside my clearance fruit
Why are you so pleased with yourself? Nobody gives a hoot.
Oh dear—the line’s progressing quickly, forward one by one
I inch along so timidly, I fight the urge to run
Look, see, you’re managing, you wimp. Your torture’s almost done.
Uh-oh, I’m getting closer, feel my heart begin to race
With each step that brings me near to interaction, face-to-face
Why is this still so hard? You do this once every four days.
I’m going to mess this up, I’m going to look like such a joke
I’ll trip, I’ll stammer, drop my card, try speaking but just choke—
Stop panicking, you idiot. You’ll give yourself a stroke.
The terror starts for real now. What if my card gets declined?
Do I dare to make eye contact—oh shit, oh no, I’m next in line
JUST BREATHE IN, SELF, RELAX, BE CALM. YOU’VE GOT THIS. YOU’LL BE FINE.
Heart’s pounding madly as the cashier greets me with a smile
Why must this process always be this terrifying trial?!
Fuck it, next time you’re going through the self-checkout aisle.
At the Grocery Store
ComiCs & Puzzles
Weekly crossword: 
The frigid edition
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
ACROSS 
1. Toddler’s neckwear
4. Night before
7. Greek X
10. 104 in Ancient Rome
13. Philippe le Bel or 
Louis le Pieux, e.g.
14. Neither’s partner
15. Was in charge of
16. Amazement
17. Floor covering
18. Conspirator’s hat 
material, supposedly
19. One of Santa’s helpers
20. Tater __
21. Three-horned 
dinosaur
25. Wall-mounted candle 
holder
27. Fourth periods in 
hockey
28. Multilateral org. 
dedicated to market 
growth and democracy 
(abbr.)
31. The aforementioned 
things
32. Phys. or chem., e.g.
33. Boise’s state
34. Small batteries
35. Pad
37. Royal representative 
official
39. More than one (abbr.)
40. German mister
41. Angers
42. Chicago’s state (abbr.)
43. Permit
45. Roofing material
46. Frozen water, this 
puzzle’s theme
47. Brilliance
48. Attorney General 
David
50. “Wibbly wobbly, __ 
wimey”
52. Back end
53. List-continuing abbr.
54. Genus for dogs, 
wolves, and other species
55. Philosophical code of 
dispassionate reasoning 
(2 wds.) 
58. Commercials, in brief
50. US regulatory agcy.
61. Achieve victory
62. Tree’s sticky 
substance
65. __ generis
66. Iron, en français 
67. The entirety
68. Before
69. Ad __
70. Solemn, for short
71. Deceptive
72. Area between North 
and South Korea, e.g. 
(abbr.)
DOWN
1. “It’s cold!”
2. Debtor’s acronym
3. Large digits (2 wds.)
4. Allure
5. Opinion
6. Sea eagle
7. Innovativeness
8. Stops
9. Data, in brief
10. Hypochaeris radicata
11. __ Jima
12. Animal doc
22. Medical professionals 
(abbr.)
23. Mythological giant 
bird
24. Alternative to “pi”, at 
the end of “octo”
25. Paper-holding-
together device
26. Goblet
29. Options
30. Lacy mat (var. sp.)
32. Trams
33. “_ __ hope so!”
36. Curved path
38. Glass of This 
American Life
40. Blood-pumping 
organ
44. Traditional
46. “Whoops, my aim was 
off.” (2 wds.)
49. Dates of over two 
millennia ago (abbr.)
51. Abbr. at the end of 
many business names
53. Downy duck
54. Frigidity
56. Switch positions
57. “__ the night before 
Christmas…”
58. Fire residue
59. Pair
63. Upper limb
64. Candy dispenser
Weekly crossword: The frigid edition
By Caroline Ho, Assistant Editor
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34 35 36 37 38
39 40 41 42
43 44 45 46
47 48 49 50 51
52 53 54
55 56 57
58 59 60 61 62 63 64
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69 70 71 72
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Previous solution
Comic by Rella
Holiday 
Lunch
Photos with 
Santa
Starting at
11:00 am
Tuesday Nov 27
In the Coquitlam 
AB Atrium
Douglas Students’ Union Presents:
+
Free Food! 
Tacos! w/Gluten 
free & Vegan  
Options available
food provided by:
Thursday Nov 29
In the new west
concourse
